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Rudolf Peters 70 Jahre alt

Erstbegeher der Jorasses-NordwandNMLKJIHGFEDCBA 
Von Fritz Schmitt

ln  d e n d re iß ig e r J a h re n z ä h lte  R u do lf P e te rs  

z u r E lite  d e r d e u ts c h en  B e rgs te ige r u nd  g e n o ß  

in te rn a tio n a le W e rts c h ä tz u n g . E in b rilla n te r 

K le tte re r, e in  u n b e u g s a m e r K ä m p fe r in  G re n z ­

s itu a tio ne n , z ie ls tre b ig , s e lb s ts ic h e r u nd e r­

fo lg re ic h . E r w u rde  a m  4 . J a nu a r 1 9 1 3  in  M ü n ­

c h en g e b o re n . W e r ih n k e n n t, w ird  e s k a u m  

g la ub en  k ö n n en , d a ß e r in  d e n n ä c h s te n T a ­

g e n  s e ine n  7 0 . G e b u rts ta g  fe ie rn  k a n n . 

Z u n ä c h s t e in ig e L e b e n s d a te n : N a c h B e s uc h  

d e r O b e rre a ls c h u le  v o n 1 93 1 b is 1 9 3 6 J u s tiz ­

b ea m te r, a n sc h lie ß e n d b is 1 9 4 5 e rs t b e i d e n  

R e ic h en ha lle r  J ä g e rn , d a nn  a ls  A u s b ild e r u n d  

H a u p tm a nn in d e r H e e re s ho c hg eb irgs s c h u le  

F u lp m e s . V o n 1 9 4 5 b is 1 9 6 8 In h a b e r e in e s  

S p o rtg e s c h ä fts  in  M ü nc h e n  u nd  a b 1 9 47  a uc h  

B e rg - u nd  S k ifüh re r.

N u n z u m B e rg s te ig e r R u d i P e te rs : In d e r 

M ü n c h ne r O rts g ru p p e d e r S e k tio n M ittle res  

U n te r in n ta l fa n d d e r R e a ls c h ü le r s e in e  e rs te n  

W a n d e r- u n d  B e rg g e fä h rte n . W ic h tig  fü r s e ine  

E n tw ic k lu n g w a r d ie  B e g e g n u n g u nd  F re u n d ­

s c h a ft m it d e m  J u g en d le ite r A d o lf D e y e . E s  

w a r je ne r D e ye , d e r 1 9 12  s o lo  d ie  1 7  G ip fe l d e r 

G ries n e r-K a r-U m ra h m u ng im  W ild e n K a is e r 

ü b e rk le tte rt h a tte . A u c h s e in e z w e ite B e g e ­

h u n g d e r F le is c h b a n k -O s tw a n d s ta nd  d a m a ls  

h o c h im  K u rs . D e r ju n g e  P e te rs  u nd  d e r g ea l­

te rte  F e ls k ä m p e D e y e z o ge n m a ng e ls K le in ­

g e ld  m it F a h rra d u nd Z e lt in s G e b irg e . 1 9 33  

g lüc k te  ih n e n  m it d e r E rs tbe g e h u n g  d e r R iffe l­

k o p f-O s tw an d im W e tte rs te in g eb irge e in e  

S e c h s e rro u te . A ls w e ite re L e is tu n gs s te ig e ­

ru n g  is t d ie  e rs te  D u rc h k le tte ru ng  d e r 5 0 0 M e ­

te r h o h e n S ü d o s tw a nd d e r S c h ü s s e lk a rs p itze  

m it R u d i H a rin ge r a m  2 5 . u n d  2 6 . J u n i 1 9 3 4 z u  

b ew e rte n . B e i R e g e n - u nd  H a g e ls c h a ue rn e r­

ra ng e n d ie b e id e n d e n s p e k ta k u lä re n E rfo lg , 

m it k ra n g e ln d e n H a n fs e ile n u n d ru ts c h ig e n  

M a n c h o n -K le tte rs c h u h e n . D a m a ls  d ie  s c h w ie ­

r ig s te R o u te im  W e tte rs te in , s o g a r e in e d e r 

s c h w ie r ig s te n  in  d e n  N ö rd lich e n  K a lka lpe n . 

P e te rs  w a r s te ts e in  in te llig en te r, e in  d e n k e n ­

d e r B e rg s te ig e r. N a ch d e r W in te rb e g e h u n g 

d e r W a rts te in k an te s c h rie b e r: » W as is t e s  

d e n n , d a s u ns m it m a g is c h e r G e w a lt im m e r 

w ied e r in  s o lc he  L a ge n b rin g t?  W ie  w e rd e ic h  

s p ä te r d e n k e n  ü b e r u n s e r T u n ? W ie  v ie le  d ie ­

s e r W ä n d e w e rd e ic h n o c h d u rc h fo rs c h e n  

m ü s s e n ? U n d n ac h w a s ? A u f d ies e F ra g e  

s c h w e ig t d e r F e ls .« P e te rs h a t s ic h s c h on in  

ju ng en  J a h re n m it g e is tige n P rob le m e n u n d  

M e in u n g e n b e fa ß t, in F re u n de s g es p rä c h e n , 

V o rträ g en u n d A u fs ä tz e n . E r v e rm oc h te fe s ­

s e ln d  d a rü be r z u  s c h re ib e n . M a n le se  n u r e in ­

m a l s e in e n B e ric h t im  Bergsteiger 1 9 3 4 /3 5  

ü b e r d e n tra g is ch v e rla u fe ne n V e rs u c h , d ie  

G ra n d e s -J o ra s s e s -N o rdw a n d im  J a h r 1 9 3 4 z u  

d u rc h s te ig e n . D ie in te rn a tio n a le B e rg s te ig e r­

e lite b e s c h ä ftig te s ic h d a m a ls m it d ies e m  

» le tz ten g roß e n P ro b le m « in d e n A lp e n . W ir 

w is s e n , d a ß  im m er w ie d e r e in  a lle r le tz te s g e ­

fu n d e n w ird . A n de rl H e c k m a ir, M a rtin  M e ie r 

u nd  L u dw ig S te in a u e r w a ren  u n te r d e n d eu t­

s c h e n B e w e rb e rn . A m  h öc h s ten d ran g d ie  

S e ils c h a ft P e te rs /H a rin g e r v o r. S ie  b e fa n d  s ic h

Rudolf Peters in der Grandes-Jorasses-Nord­
wand (oben) und um 1969 (unten)

m it C h a rle t/B e lin u n d G e rv a s u tti/C h ab od  s o ­

w ie d re i Ö s te rre ic h e rn in d e r W a n d . N e u n  

M a n n a n e ine m  T a g ! N o c h n ie  v o rhe r w a r in  

e in e r s o  g e fä h rlic h e n B e rg fla n k e  e in  ä h n lic he s  

R in g e n u m  d e n E rfo lg v e ra n s ta lte t w o rde n . 

K a u m  2 0 0 M e te r u n te rh a lb d e s G ip fe lg ra te s  

s c h ie n  e r fü r s ie  g re ifb a r, a lle  ü b rig e n  B e w e r­

b e r w a ren b e re its u m g ek e h rt. D a ü b e rfie l s ie  

e in  W e tte rs tu rz . N u n b lieb  a u c h ih n e n n u r d ie  

F lu c h t n a c h u n te n  a u s d e r W a n d . A b s e ile n ! E s  

n a h te d ie  d ritte  N a c h t in d e r W a n d . P lö tz lic h  

g litt d e r u n g e s ich e rte  H a rin g e r a u s  u n d  s tü rz te  

in  d ie T ie fe . E r h a tte d e n B iw ak s a c k im  G e ­

p ä c k . F ü r P e te rs  w a r d ie  L a g e a us s ic h ts los . E r 

d a c h te : » J e tz t is t e s  a u s , a lle s  a u s . J e tz t is t m ir 

a lle s  g le ic h !«  A b e r e r r iß  s ic h  z u s a m m e n u n d  

ü b e rle b te  in  d u rch n ä ß te n u n d v e re is ten  K le i­

d e rn  w ie d e r e in e  N a c h t u nd  n o c h  e in  fü n fte s  

B iw a k . M it n u r d re i H a k e n b e g an n e r s ic h  a b ­

z u s e ile n , s c h n itt S c h lin ge n v o n d e n S e ile n  

u nd  le g te  s ie  u m  k le ine  F e ls z a c k e n , d ie  e r a u s  

d e m  S c h n e e s c h a rrte . U n d  e r k a m  le b en d  a u s  

d em  In fe rn o .

T ro tz  d e s  fü rc h te r lic h en  E rleb n is s e s  w o llte  P e ­

te rs n ic h t a u f d ie J o ra s s e s w an d v e rz ic h te n . 

F ü r ih n  w a r s ie  » d ie  W a n d d e r W ä n d e , in  d e n  

A lp e n d a s h ö c h s te Z ie l« . E r s c h lo ß s ic h m it 

M a rtin M e ie r z u s am m e n . T ra in ing s h a lb e r e r­

z w a ng en  d ie  b e id e n a n  W e ih n a c h te n 1 9 3 4 d ie  

e rs te  W in te rb e g e h u n g d e r v e re is te n  S ü dk a n te  

d e s G ro ß en M ü h ls tu rz h o rn s . A m  2 8 . J u n i 

1 9 3 5 s tie g e n P e te rs u nd M e ie r n ac h  g e s c h e i­

te rte n V e rs u ch e n a n d e re r K a nd id a te n in d ie  

J o ra s s e s-N o rd w a n d  e in . M it e in e m  B iw ak  b e ­

w ä ltig te n s ie  d ie R ie s e n m a u e r u nd b iw a k ie r­

te n e in z w e ite s M a l a u f d e m  G ra t. E in T e le ­

g ram m  v o n  C h a m o n ix  n a c h M ü nc h e n  v e rs e tz ­

te  d ie K a m e ra d e n v o n d e r H T G  O b e rla n d in  

e in e n F re ud e n ta u m e l: » G ra n d e s -J o ra s s e s -

N o rd w a n d in  1 7  S tun de n  d u rc hs tie g e n !«

N o c h n ie is t ü b rig e n s e in  s o r is k a n tes U n te r­

n eh m e n s o ra s ch w ie de rh o lt w o rd e n . K u rz  

n ac h  P e te rs  u n d M e ie r w a ren  a m  1 . u n d  2 . J u li 

d ie  S c h w e iz e r R a y m o n d L a m b e rt u nd  L ou lo u  

B o u la z u nd d ie Ita lie ne r R e n a to C h a b o d u n d  

G iu s to  G e rv as u tti e ing es tieg en . Z u nä c h s t h a t­

te n  s ie  g eh o fft, d ie  D e u ts c h e n n o c h  e in h o le n  

z u  k ö n ne n . D ie  D rittb e g e h e r w a ren  in  d e r Z e it 

v o m  7 . b is  9 . J u li 1 9 3 5  T o n i M e ß ne r u nd  L ud ­

w ig  S te in a ue r.

A us  d e r T o u ren v ie lfa lt R u d i P e te rs ' s e ie n n o c h  

d re i F a h rte n h e ra us g e g riffe n : 1 9 3 6 m it A d o lf 

G ö ttne r d ie e rs te W in te rb e ge h u n g s e ine r 

S c h ü s se lk a rs p itz e -S ü d o s tw a n d , im W in te r 

1 9 4 0  d ie  D a c hs te in -S ü dw a nd  u nd  im  S o m m er 

1 9 4 3 m it O tto E ide ns c h in k  d ie V e rb in d u n g s ­

fü h re  P ia z -D ü lfe r d u rc h  d ie  T o te nk irc h l-W es t-  

w a n d .

R u d o lf P e te rs  h eu te?  E r h ä lt s ic h  d u rc h L au fen  

u nd B e rg s te ig e n fit. T a g e s to u ren ü b e r 2 0 0 0  

H ö h e n m e te r im  A u f- u nd A b s tie g s in d ih m  

n ic h t z u  a n s tre n g e n d , u nd  k le tte rn  im  IV . G ra d  

m a c h t ih m  n o c h  S p a ß . M it s e in e m  3 6 jä h rig e n  

S o h n R a ine r, d e r a uc h B e rg fü h re r is t, u n te r­

n im m t e r n o c h G e n u ß to u re n w ie  d ie  R o g g a l- 

k a n te  u nd  d ie  Z w ö lfe rk a n te . K e in  W u nd e r, d aß  

e r d e r le tz te n b e rg s te ig e ris c h e n E n tw ic k lu n g  

a u fg e s c h lo s s e n g e g e n ü b e rs te h t. » D ie  U m k e h r 

v o n d e r N a ge le i z u m  F re ik le tte rn « , m e in t e r, 

» is t e in e  fe in e  S a c h e . K le tte rn  is t e in  H o c h le i­

s tu n g s s p o rt g e w o rd e n . E s  w e rd e n  S a c h en  g e ­

m a c h t, d ie  u n s m it u ns e re r d a m a lig e n  A u s rü ­

s tu ng n ic h t g e lu n ge n w ä re n . M a n s o ll V e r­

s tä nd n is  fü r d ie  J u n g e n u n d ih r T u n a u fb r in ­

g e n . A u c h u n s h ab en v ie le n ic h t v e rs teh e n  

w o llen , a ls  w ir in  d ie  J o ra s s e s -N o rd w a n d  g in ­

g en . Ä lte re  L e u te  s o lle n  to le ra n t s e in .«

D a m it b e w e is t d e r S ie bz ig e r R u d o lf P e te rs , 

d a ß  e r ju ng  g e b lie b e n  is t.
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